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his affairs had forced him to put on furious imposts;
that setting aside compassion, scruples had much tor-
mented him for taking thus the wealth of his sub-
jects; that at last he had unbosomed himself to the Pere
Tellier, who had asked for a few days to think upon
the matter, and that he had returned after having had a
consultation with some of the most skilful doctors
of the Sorbonne, who had decided that all the wealth
of his subjects was his, and that when he 'took it he
only took what belonged to him! The King added,
that this decision had taken away all his scruples, and
had restored to him the calm and tranquillity he had
lost. Marechal was so astonished, so bewildered to
hear this recital, that he could not offer one word.
Happily for him, the King quitted him almost immedi-
ately, and Marechal remained some time in the same
place, scarcely knowing where he was.*

After the King had been thus satisfied by his con-
fessor, no1 time was lost in establishing the tax. On
Tuesday, the 3Oth of September, Desmarets entered the
Finance Council with the necessary edict in his bag.

For some days everybody had known of this bomb-
shell in the air, and had trembled with that remnant of
hope which is founded only upon desire; all the Court
as well as all Paris waited in a dejected sadness to see
what would happen. People whispered to each other,
and even when the project was rendered public, no one
dared to talk of it aloud.

* The consultation related in the text is of course only astonishing
from the clear manner in which the monarchical theory is propounded,
and from the semi-hypocritical conduct of the King. Imagine a royal
personage having scruples at such an age, and under such circum-
stances I It is interesting to compare this anecdote with the invectives
of Estienne de la Boetie, who accuses monarchy of this very assumption
that all property belongs to it.